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[bookmark: _Hlk57280296]Ethics Protocol Form

For use with the Human Research Ethics Application (HREA)
Applicable to all human research projects

Overview

This project protocol must be submitted with all applications requiring review by the Bond University Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). It should be completed in conjunction with the Human Research Ethics Application (HREA). The protocol provides the scientific, methodological, and ethical context of the proposed research and supports the Committee's assessment of the project.

Before completing this form, researchers should review the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2025) and ensure that the proposed research complies with relevant ethical, legal, and institutional requirements. Additional guidance is available on the Bond University Ethics intranet.

For Higher Degree Research (HDR) projects, the supervisor must:
· review the application in full;
· provide feedback on its quality and completeness; and
· be listed as the Chief Investigator and approve submission of the appllication.

Researchers should avoid duplicating information already provided within the HREA. Instead, this protocol should focus on the scientific rationale, methodological approach, ethical considerations, and project-specific information necessary to support ethical review. Responses should be concise, written in plain language where possible, and define any technical terminology or acronyms.
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	1. Project details

	Project title
	[As listed on your HREA form]

	Ethics application #
	[As generated by the HREA system]

	Chief investigator
	[Name, School/Faculty, Email]

	Student researcher (if applicable)
	[Name, School/Faculty, Level of study]

	Project version and date
	[e.g. v.10 – 25 October 2025]




	2. Background and rationale

	Provide (max 6 paragraphs). This section should be written in language understandable to a non-specialist reviewer.
a brief overview of the research topic and context;
the rationale for the project;
the research question(s);
aims and objectives;
hypotheses (where applicable);
anticipated significance and contribution of the study.

	








	3. Research design

	3.1 Study design
Describe the study design (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, observational, experimental) and provide the rationale for its selection.

	


	3.2 Participants
Describe the participant group(s), inclusion and exclusion criteria (if applicable), target sample size, and the rationale for the proposed sample size. Detailed recruitment procedures should be provided in the HREA.

	


	3.3 Research methods
Describe the data collection methods, study procedures, participant activities, and study timeline. Explain how these methods will address the study aims and objectives.

	




	4. Instruments and measures

	For each instrument, survey, interview guide, assessment tool, device, software platform, or data source, describe its purpose, justification for use, and, where applicable, evidence of validity and reliability. Indicate whether it is an existing validated instrument, an adapted instrument, or newly developed for the study.

	




	5. Data analysis

	Describe how the study data will be analysed, including the software used, the statistical methods for quantitative data and/or the analytical framework and coding approach for qualitative data. Where relevant, explain how missing data will be managed, any planned subgroup analyses, and how these findings will be integrated in mixed methods studies.

	




	6. Ethical considerations

	Provide a concise discussion of the ethical considerations relevant to the project. This section should focus on ethical reflection rather than repeating HREA responses. Consider:
· Participant vulnerability;
· Power relationships;
· Conflicts of interest;
· Privacy concerns;
· Cultural considerations;
· Management of sensitive information; and
· Any issue unique to the project.
Detailed consent, recruitment, risk and data handling information should be addressed within the HREA.

	




	7. Data governance

	7.1 Data ownership
Describe ownership of the research data, who will have access to it, and whether the data may be reused by other researchers.

	


	7.2 Data sharing
Describe any data sharing arrangements, including collaborators, repositories, and conditions for future access or reuse.

	


	7.3 International storage or transfer
Describe any international collection, storage, access, or transfer of data, including the countries involved and any privacy, security, or confidentiality safeguards in place.

	


	7.4 Data linkage
If applicable, describe any proposed data linkage activities, the datasets involved, governance arrangements, and any approvals required.

	




	8. Dissemination

	Describe how study findings will be disseminated, the intended audiences, and whether results will be shared with participants. Outline plans for project closure, including any final communications with participants or stakeholders, and identify any anticipated follow-on research (noting that separate ethics review may be required where applicable).

	




	9. Artificial intelligence

	9.1 Research Use of AI
Does this project involve the non‑routine use of artificial intelligence (AI), including machine learning, large language models, or AI‑enabled tools, in the conduct of the research?

Routine use of AI (no declaration required) includes embedded, or background tools provided through standard university-supported platforms where AI does not meaningfully influence participants, data collection, analysis, or research outcomes.

Non‑routine use of AI includes the deliberate use of AI by the researcher in ways that may:
· influence participant experience or decision‑making
· shape or generate research data (e.g. transcription, coding, synthesis)
· materially affect analysis, interpretation, or research outcomes
☐ Yes   ☐ No
If Yes: Please consult and complete the questionnaire on pages 5–9 of the NHMRC Guide for Assessing Research Involving Artificial Intelligence and submit it as part of this application.
If No: Proceed to Question 9.2.

	


	9.2 AI used to prepare application
This question relates to the use of generative AI tools in preparing this application, not to the conduct of the research itself. Disclosure is required regardless of whether AI is used in the research (see Question 10.1). If applicable, please complete the following:
· Describe how AI was used (e.g. language editing, drafting assistance, summarisation, literature searching).
· List the AI tools used, noting whether they are provided under the Bond University licence. If not, briefly acknowledge any relevant considerations regarding data privacy, intellectual property, or ethical integrity.
· Describe the oversight and verification processes used to ensure accuracy and appropriateness of AI‑generated content (e.g. manual review, fact‑checking, cross‑referencing with original sources).

The core ideas, research design, and substantive content remain the responsibility of the applicant(s). All use of generative AI complies with Bond University guidelines on the responsible use of GenAI.

	




	10. References

	Provide key references supporting rationale, methodology, measures, analytical approach (maximum: 10 references).

	




Declaration

By submitting this application, I declare that:
· The information provided is accurate and complete.
· The research has been designed in accordance with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2025) and any other relevant guidelines in this application.
· All relevant legal, ethical, and institutional requirements have been considered.
· All relevant financial and non‑financial interests, including any potential conflicts of interest, have been fully disclosed.
· Where the research involves student researchers, I confirm that: 
· the supervisor is listed as the Chief Investigator; and
· the supervisor has reviewed this application and will provide appropriate supervision in accordance with the arrangements described in this application and the requirements of the student’s educational program.


	Signature of Chief Investigator:
	



	Date:
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